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The bicycle center is a 
free bike-repair and in-
formation center for the 
community, run by the 
city of helsinki. A cen-
tralized facility for 
both enthusiastic and oc-
casional cyclists.
The current center is a 
small temporary structure 
at narkinkkatori, kamp-
pi. It has been running 
for two years and has re-
ceived positive feedback 
from its users.
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The key feature of the 
center is that it is free. 
People repair and maintain 
their bikes themselves 
and the staff is there to 
guide them. This makes the 
center user friendly and 
approachable.
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The user survey of the bicycle 
center confirmed the need for the 
center while revealing issues that 
should be improved in the next 
version.
The current center is too small 
and lacking in storage- and work-
space, water outlets and toilets. 
The location is too urban, a less 
busy location would be more suita-
ble for cyclists.

The center does not stand out from 
its surroundings, people simply 
walk or drive by without noticing 
it.
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Research
A few examples of Bicycle centers from around the world. Most are part 
of a shop or existing building. The centers that are separate buildings 
take the opportunity to be creative and inviting. 

millenium park bike station washington bikestation
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We propose a new better location for the new center. The north side of citizen square 
which is conveniently located in the intersection of several bike-routes, especially 
the scenic baana-route as well as being close to the central railway stations public 
transport hub.



location
Citizen square is often 
used for public concerts 
and events for the communi-
ty. The North side of the 
area is currently rare-
ly used and in a state of 
abandonment. 
In the near future it will 
be the site for the central 
library of Helsinki and an 
expansive Finlandia-park.
The square will be made 
into a hub for social gath-
erings and events. The bi-
cycle center would certain-
ly find its place here.
Especially if it could 
make use of whats already 
there...
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The vr-warehouses were storage warehouses for the railway, later adapted for housing grassroot 
events, galleries and shops. In 2006 the warehouses were badly damaged in a fire and only a small 
surviving portion was left to stand. The ruins are currently abandoned and face demolition unless 
a use for them is found.
We propose icorporating the warehouse ruins in the new bicycle center building. There is plenty of 
space for the center in the footprint of the warehouses.
This solution would turn an embarassing relic on one of the most representative of helsinkis pub-
lic squares into a proud and inspirational example of adaptive reuse.



iNSPIRATION

 Bicycle Center 2.0



iNSPIRATION

 Bicycle Center 2.0

The Warehouse is surrounded by 
prominent and beatiful build-
ings with a strong architectur-
al identity. Especially in the 
near future with the addition 
of the central library. They 
also display a wide variety of 
different materials.
This makes it a challenge to 
design the center so that it 
fits harmoniously in to the 
area but has its own identity 
next to the surrounding giants.
A beatiful building that adds 
value to the area and serves 
a purpose like the bigger ones 
around it.
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Adaptive reuse is the practice 
of renovating old buildings and 
adapting them to new purposes. 
Often adding new structures. We 
desided that a minimalistic ap-
proach would best contrast the 
warehouse ruins.
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Our proposal is a modern mini-
malistic buildig on top of the 
existing structure. The polar 
opposite of the warehouse re-
mains but merging seamlessly 
into one building. 
A pavilion of quality materi-
als , glass, steel and wood.
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The steel structure 
supports both the 
second floor, glass 
facade and the ruins 
of the warehouse. 
The fragile walls of 
the warehouse cant 
support structures 
thus a symbiosis is 
formed between the 
two. 
The warehouse pro-
vides a foundation, 
warmth and histo-
ry while the glass 
structure gives sup-
port, function and 
a roof. 
A marriage of glass 
and brick.
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Shop
lockers
Café 
Restaurant
Hanging area

Inside Parking
Repair center
Info
Toilets
Sauna
Showers
Roof Terrace

Parking
Outside repair 
station 24/7
Terrace
Good company and lots of 
other cyclists 

Facilities
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Before building the final bi-
cycle center we propose mov-
ing the current center in a 
temporary structure near the 
warehouse ruins. The struc-
ture is an aluminum frame 
tent with glass facades.

The temporary bicycle center 
has facilities for all the 
core functions of the center: 
Repair, storage, info, store. 
The second entrance makes it 
possible to add additional 
services such as a cafe.
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For self-service re-
pair the center pro-
vides a Dero Fix-
it- bike maintenance 
stand. Basic tools and 
an air pump are also 
provided.

The covered mainte-
nance area also has a 
bike parking area es-
timated to hold up to 
90 bikes. Our propos-
al for the bike-rack 
is Madrax Heavy Duty 
Winder HW238-15.
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